5-Step Pro Home
Recording Guide

A Proven Process to Record Professional
Music From Your Home Studio
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Thank you so much for downloading my 5-Step Guide to Recording
Professional Music from Your Home Studio! This guide is designed to
give you a clear, step-by-step overview of the music making process, which
you can start applying immediately. Each step is broken down to help you
stay creative, and most importantly, finish your songs. Many musicians get
stuck during the process, leaving great ideas unfinished. By following this
guide, you’ll have the tools to complete your songs and feel proud of the
results. Recording from your home studio is a rewarding experience, and
this guide will help make it enjoyable, too.
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Step One: Writing Your Song

Brainstorm Songwriting ldeas

Set aside 10 to 20 minutes each day for brainstorming. Record your idea
on your phone, whether it's a melody, a chord progression, or an inspiring
sound. Then, return to it the next day for a fresh perspective.

Organize Your Song

Take your initial idea and start arranging it into sections like verse, chorus,
and bridge. Feel free to experiment beyond the typical verse-chorus
structure to add surprise and variety.

Arrange and Rehearse

Decide on your song's instrumentation - will it be simple with just guitar and
vocals, or more elaborate with drums and synthesizers? Rehearse your
song to tighten it up. Write down lyrics, chord changes, and BPM in a
document for reference during recording.

Additional Resources

e One Simple Idea to Help You Finish Writing Your Songs

e 3 Powerful Songwriting Tips to Help You Write an Amazing Song
Today!



https://youtu.be/3dHirMZ45Q4
https://youtu.be/JuFI5qABUKc
https://youtu.be/JuFI5qABUKc

Step Two: Simple Home Studio Setup

Simple Home Studio Setup

Basic Equipment: You can start with a budget of $249 (not including CPU). Here’s
what you’ll need:

1.

2.

Computer: Both Mac or PC will work fine. The faster, the better.

DAW Software: Popular options include Logic Pro, Ableton Live, Studio One,
and ProTools. | recommend PreSonus Studio One, which works on both Mac and
PC. Sign up for a free 30-day trial for Studio One on the PreSonus website.

Audio Interface: The Interface connects your instruments to the computer. The
Focusrite Scarlett is a great option to start with. You can upgrade later if you
need an interface with more inputs. | currently use the Quantum 2626 by
PreSonus which has 8 inputs.

. Speakers/Headphones: Use studio monitors like PreSonus Eris or a good set of

headphones. | currently use the Eris 5 for my home studio and they sound great.

Microphone: Dynamic or condenser microphones will work. The Shure SM57 is
a classic dynamic mic that works well for almost any instrument. Condenser mics
are much more sensitives and capture more detail in the recordings. If you
purchase the Scarlett Solo package, it comes with an interface plus headphones
and a condenser mic, all for $249.

Room Treatment: You can do some very simple things to minimize echoes and
reflections in your home studio setup. See the video link below on how to treat
your room on a budget.

| go into detail on how to setup your home studio in the links below

How to Set Up Your Home Studio for Under $300 (Beqginner's Guide)
What is the Right Audio Interface For Your Home Studio?

How To Treat a Room On a Budget

How To Get Started Using Studio One Beginner's Guide

Condenser vs. Dynamic Microphone for Recording Vocals



https://youtu.be/qhHSbUmwIR4
https://youtu.be/qEnK-gCW01I
https://youtu.be/jDiu6IeGj2Q
https://youtu.be/4LFvFZwFPnE
https://youtu.be/2gZPZTsPCgU

Step Three: Record Your Song

Record Instrument Tracks

Start with drums to create a groove, then layer with bass, piano, or guitar.
MIDI keyboards make it easier to adjust the key later if needed. Begin by
recording a basic beat and then add layers.

Record Vocals

Before recording vocals, ensure the key and tempo are right. If necessary,
tune your vocals using Melodyne, which comes with Studio One
Professional.

Additional Resources

e Studio One Easy Drum Programming (for Guitar Players)

e How to Record Acoustic Guitar in Studio One

e How To Use Melodyne in Studio One

e How to Record and Mix Vocals in Studio One



https://youtu.be/n-VYNL45F6I
https://youtu.be/EKIQy1f2_GE
https://youtu.be/-fvoln39XEY
https://youtu.be/3wbE4XvoPJE

Step Four: Mix and Master Your Song

Mix Your Music

Step 1: Adjust the volume of each track and pan certain instruments left or
right to create balance. For example, pan guitars left and right or opposite
piano.

Step 2: Add EQ, compression, reverb, or delay to enhance your sound.
Step 3: Check your mix on a different set of speakers: car, phone, etc. to
test the mix

Check out this mixing master class in Studio One:

e Studio One Mixing Masterclass

Master Your Music

Mastering ensures your track is loud enough and sounds great on
streaming platforms. Use a limiter to prevent clipping and an EQ to cut bad
frequencies. Compare your song with a reference track to ensure it's
competitive in volume and quality.

| go into detail about mastering in the following videos:

e Mastering in Studio One Professional Using the Project Page

e How to Prepare Your Mix for Mastering in Studio One



https://youtube.com/live/99LgRbEbQXo
https://youtu.be/5_yS-x1vyuM
https://youtu.be/slZL3dkYUaU

Step Five: Upload and Promote Your Music

Upload Music and Set a Release Date

Create an account on DistroKid to distribute your song on platforms like
Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon. Upload your cover art and set a release
date at least two weeks in advance.

Promote Your Song

Spread the word on social media and engage with your fans! Use platforms
like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (X) to share the story behind your
song, photos, and more. Collaborate with independent artists and playlists
on Spotify and Apple Music to boost your streams.

Additional Resource

e 7 Simple Steps for Releasing Your Next Song



https://youtu.be/68V0xNJTXGs

Bonus Resources

Here's a list of further resources to go deeper:

e Miller Music YouTube Channel
o | have over 200 videos organized into several playlists where
you can easily search a topic related to music production, guitar
or home recording

e Music Production 101 Course
o Complete recording blueprint for beginners. Record and release
your song in 4 weeks

e Studio One Simplified Course
o A step-by-step course for home studio owners to produce
pro-quality music in Studio One

Congratulations! You’'ve completed this 5-step guide to making professional
music from your home studio. | encourage you to repeat this process for
your next track. Many artists release several singles before putting together
an EP. Feel free to contact me at eric@millermusiclic.com to share your
finished song - I'd love to hear it!

Sincerely,

Eric Miller
Miller Music


https://www.youtube.com/@MillerMusic
http://millermusic.thinkific.com/courses/music-production-101
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=channel_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbEY5QW91bE1uTV9MRHdjWDRGSkY4ekNXUG5Zd3xBQ3Jtc0ttVm9XbjlhRG1ILTZFU2ZEa3NySUd4Ul9OZXZaRWFKSzQtd0RHWXZWRUJDbkZVNldKdTVkN051eTk4ZVlYRUNZeTU2bTNqenlxTjJ4NXdLNnREZkkzWjJDalhELWM3VmduSlVqWDRNYkxzMXhhY2FXNA&q=https%3A%2F%2Fmillermusic.podia.com%2Fsos
mailto:eric@millermusicllc.com

